This guide is intended to help those who are “dump camping” or “Cadillac camping”. This means that you will not be backpacking or hiking into your campsite.  Your car will be a relatively close distance to your site and the weight and size of the equipment is not a factor.  I am putting convenience and comfort above weight and size.  Most Cub Scout events are this way.  In fact, many Boy Scout events are this way.
Cub Scout camping is family camping, too. Keep in mind the other members of the family that will be attending as well.  Siblings can have as much fun as the cubs. 
Caution:  While the cubs will be working often with their den leaders, they are the parents’ responsibility for most of the time. Know where your kids are at all times.  Trees start to look alike and kids can wander easily.  In an area flooded with dark blue shirts and caps, make sure you know which one is yours.  A bright or unique jacket is helpful.
Attitude
The real difference between having a good time and having a bad time is not the equipment, it is the attitude.  Start out with a positive attitude.  Even rain can be fun.
Don’t feel like you are out there alone. Ask for advice or help from others before and during the trip.  You can avoid problems and learn a great deal.
Equipment
If you have never been camping, you probably don’t have a lot of equipment for it.  This guide will help you get started.  Once you have been camping, you will see things that others have and in stores that may be fun to have, but the items listed here are the essentials for packing for the trip.  Often the cooking for Cub Scout Camping is done with Dens or Packs.  If not, then read the Guide for Den Leaders with regards to meals and cooking.
If you buy good equipment, you will never be sorry.  However, due to considerations of time and cost, it isn’t always possible to run out and buy everything you might need, right away of the best quality.  That may not even be desirable if you are not sure how long your child will be involved.  I hope that all boys will stay with it, but that may not be the case.  Some equipment has other uses, for example a sleeping bag will get used for slumber parties, too. An air mattress can be used for guests.
When you are out shopping, it is best if you try to go to places like REI who have staff who can explain things to you and teach you what you need to go.  Even if you don’t buy things there, try it out and ask.  You may be a customer there in the future if it all works out. Other places to find equipment in the Cary area are Dick’s sporting goods, Target, Wal-Mart, Kmart, etc.
Tent
The tent is very symbol of camping and is often the first thing people think about when camping is mentioned.  This is one piece of equipment that has to be of good quality.  If you are camping and your tent is poor, you can end up miserable without too many ways to fix it.
Before you run out and buy a tent, however, try to borrow or rent one for your first trip or first few trips.  To borrow one, ask your neighbors and see one of them has a tent.  It may surprise you who has one.  Also, ask at a Pack meeting if one of the other scouts (especially the ones who have been with the pack longer) is not going and is willing to lend you a tent.   If you can’t borrow one, then you can rent them.  REI or Great Outdoor Provision Company in Cameron Village in Raleigh (The owner is local and is a great friend of scouting.) rents tent and will even teach you how to set it up.
The advantage of renting or borrowing the tent for the first time is that once there, you can walk around and sees the others, talk to those in them and find out if they like them.  Some might look cool, but may be difficult to set up, have tendencies to leak, have awkward arrangement, etc.  This gives you a little experience to base your purchase on.  Since tents have little use besides camping, you probably won’t have multiple family camping tents and want to be careful.
Most tents list how many people that can sleep in it.  Do not be deceived by this number.  It indicates the number of average size sleeping bags that can be laid out to completely cover the bottom and does not leave room for gear or storage inside the tent. Tents can leak if touched since the fabric relies on surface tension for waterproof factors.  So it is good to have a few inches around the outside to protect against the possibility. A tent rated for 3-4 people will comfortably hold 2 and their gear and have enough room around the outside.
When you get a tent, make sure there is ventilation and a longer rain fly is much better, especially one that goes to the ground.  Too little ventilation will cause condensation inside the tent and that can make it damp inside.
Tents need to be staked down, so make sure you have enough stakes for the places in the tent designed for them.  Check this before you leave.
Sleeping Bags
I am going to make a controversial remark here.  If you are unsure of whether your son will stay in scouting, this is one area that you can cut the cost and then upgrade later if they stick with it for a few years.  The various department stores sell cheap sleeping bags that will do for a couple years.  Then it can be relegated to kids sleepovers when they are inside and don’t need excessive warmth or when they go camping in the summer.  The cheaper sleeping bags will not last too many washings, but if you only go a few times a year, they will last a couple of years.  Sleeping bags can range in cost from $15 to $300.  There is a wide variance.  
Sleeping bags are rated by the lowest temperature you will be out in.  The people who make those ratings are very outdoorsy people who don’t get cold easily, so many figure the ratings as being 10 degrees cooler than specified.  So a 40 degree sleeping bag will be comfortable to 50 degrees if you are the cold type. The ratings get better as the cost goes up.   Keep in mind that it feels colder outside.  In NC, there really isn’t a need to get below a 20 degree sleeping bag and in fact a 40 degree on will suffice for most cub trips.  For the Boy Scouts who camp in winter sometimes, a 20 degree bag will suffice.
One way to add to sleeping bag’s warmth is to use a sleeping bag liner.  The liner will add 10 degrees onto the bag.  It also adds flexibility of temperature ranges.  The liners can be made of fleece or silk.   The liner is basically a fleece sleeping bag that you put inside the regular bag as needed.  (My son uses his in the summer as his only sleeping bag, too.)  The liners run around $10 for a cheap one.
Even if you don’t have a liner, adding a blanket inside the sleeping bag will add warmth and comfort.
Of course, if you can, getting a really good sleeping bag is a plus.  A good sleeping bag will keep you warm and comfortable for years to come.  
As far as shape is concerned-- mummy vs rectangle--  Mummy can be warmer, but if you get several of the rectangles that are the same, they can be zipped together for extra warmth.  This can be nice if you have younger kids who may not be as comfortable with the “night noises” in the woods.
Padding/Mattress
The ground is COLD.  It is a big heat sink and drains you of warmth all night. It is important to have some insulation under you.   It is not just for softness you want it, it is mainly for insulation.  It is not wimping to bring a pad. It is smart.
There are a bunch of options in this regard and this is another are that costs can be minimized if you are unsure.
The best types of pads are the self-inflating sleeping pads from companies like Thermarest. They have insulation in them that can be used in very cold temperatures.  They are also lightweight and good for backpacking.  The can range in cost from $30 to $120, depending on insulation rating and brand. They are available at the Walmart/Target level or REI For the really good ones.
Another option are the foam pads.  These vary in cost from $6 to $40.  The lower end ones are not recommended for winter, but they are better than nothing and work really well when you have cabins for between the sleeping bag and cot’s mattress which is not a good insulator.  They are usually small and easy to take along, but not as good.
The next option is the air mattress.  They are easily available at many stores.  They make nice guest beds, too. They cost from $12 to $50.  The Aero-bed ones with the pump attached need to be plugged in and are not suitable for tenting it since there is no place to plug them in.  You will be mocked ruthlessly if you show up with one that needs to be plugged in.  The queen size air mattress will fit two sleeping bags side by side.  The full is a tight fit for two separate bags.  Twin size fits one.  King can fit three-- four if the kids are small and don’t fight, too much.
An air mattress requires a pump.  Blowing up an air mattress mouth can be hazardous.  It takes more air than you think.  If you pass out, you will not live it down anytime in the near future.  
Pumps can be manual, battery or plugged into the car.  (Obviously 120V pumps are not advisable for camping.) The manual ones are not pleasant, but work well enough.  The battery ones are the most convenient, but sometimes don’t work as well as the car plugs.  The car plugs work well, even at home, but you have to carry the air mattress from the car to the tent and that can be surprisingly awkward and really requires at least two people.  Any of the pumps will work, so just decide what is important to you.
Several families can share a pump and if you don’t have one ask your den leader or a more experienced camper if they have one.  Try to do this ahead of time.

Tarps
Dampness often seeps into the tent from the bottom and can cause the tent to become damp on the floor inside. If you aren’t sleeping on an air mattress, this can result in a very long night and a very long weekend.  A very wet sleeping bag may take some time to dry out and if it is damp during the day may not dry out in time.
The tarp under the tent should be about the same size as the tent bottom. It should not be allowed to go outside the tent area since that can channel water under the tent. If it is bigger, fold under the tarp so it is the same size as the tent bottom and doesn’t extend beyond the tent.
If you can, try to have an extra tarp to go over the top of tent in the event of a problem.   The extra tarp could also be tied to trees a few feet over the tent if you think there will be downpours.  
Clothes
It will be colder than you think.  Bring layers of clothes and always bring a warm jacket, hats and gloves for everyone—no matter what season. The fire may be warm in the evening, but you have to walk back to your tent and go to the restrooms.  Also the mornings can be cold and you may not have the fire or hot coffee too early.
Packing
Packing gear and clothes in duffel bags is the usual.  I recommend having a large plastic bag inside or outside of the duffel if some dampness gets inside the tent, then your clothes will still be dry.
If you think there may be a lot of rain, try packing in the Rough totes or other plastic bins with covers.  Things stay dry in them and they can be used as mini tables for the kids to play games while it is raining or to put a lantern on when you are getting ready for sleep.
When packing toiletries, using a small bucket to carry them is convenient.  It is easily carried, easy to look through, and can be put down on the floor of the restroom or counter and still have the stuff inside clean.
Miscellaneous tools
Get the kids used to having water with them and drinking plenty as they go about their activities, so have them bring a 1 Liter water bottle or some type of water carrier than can be portable in case they go hiking a trail.
A rubber mallet to hammer in the stakes is recommended, but several families can share one.  A metal hammer can deform or bend the stakes, so the rubber mallet is better for the stakes.
Each person should have a flashlight or a lantern.  The cubs really like the lanterns and they have the advantage that they come in bright colors and when lit can identify where your child is in the dark.  It is easier to see them from the back, too.  Flashlights are harder.  This may be your cub’s favorite piece of equipment and makes a gift since they will love it.  Bring extra batteries.  The older scouts prefer the flashlights so they can sneak up on people.  Use your judgment.
A hatchet and/or saw is good if you need to cut up some wood.  I am not indicating that you will be cutting down trees for firewood. This is not allowed at most places.  However, you may need to break up some larger logs you bring or break up branches that have fallen on tents or equipment.
You can’t bring too many garbage bags, they can be used to put wet or dirty gear in, to sit down on the damp ground on, to keep you dry, etc.  
Activities
The activities for the cubs themselves will, for the greater part, be determined by the pack and den who will have activities towards their advancement and fun.   For free time, the camping area itself is filled with things to explore and other kids to play with.  
However, there is a need to bring other activities to keep your child busy for some free time that they are not wandering. The boys need some down time, too, to rest between things.  It also could rain for a while and they need to be amused in a tent.  Books, cards, and board games are handy.  The games can keep several happy together. Do not bring electronic games.  They can be stolen, lost or damaged.   
If you have siblings, check out what group activities they can do as well.  They also need some additional activities since not everything will be for them. Older siblings can help out with the activities as an extra pair of hands and eyes. Younger siblings may be too young to do what the cubs do, so make sure they have something special, too.  
Before you leave
Make sure you have everything you need before you leave.  Organize it so you will have the things you need first on top where they can be easily accessed.
Set up the tent and make sure you know how and there are not missing pieces.  Fill an air mattress and check for leaks.
With your den leader, make sure you have given them information about allergies.  Verify the food situation—who cooks, who cleans up, etc.  You may have individual responsibilities as well, for example, one family may be buying the food and one family may be bringing firewood.  
Check out the weather where you are going to and make sure you have the right clothes and gear.  If you know it will rain, bring extra clothes, layers and plastic bags.
Try to have a full tank of gas in your car or close to it at the campsite.  You may need to run the engine for the heater or to get home or to a hospital if something bad happens.  There aren’t gas stations convenient to campgrounds.
Be sure to give your itinerary to a family member, extended family member, neighbor or close friend.
Be sure to tell them when you will be leaving, where you are going to, how they might reach you in case of an emergency and when you think you will be returning. Safety for you and your family in case you are stay longer than expected, folks will be looking for you. Safety for your home or property as they will know that you are not home and will check out any strangers coming around.
Afterwards
When you get home, clean up all the gear right away, set up the tent and hose it out, let it dry completely, and then pack it away.  Leaving it damp can damage it.
You may not want to pack too many activities or appointments into the afternoon you get home.  It is a lot of work to pack down and get home and the kids may be tired, too.
Safety
Always make sure that someone has a first aid kit with them!!
When picking a camp site, they all look nice on the ground, but look UP! There might be a Widow Maker or two hiding in the limbs. (Those are branches that the wind or a storm has damaged but not enough to make them fall as yet!) Don’t pitch your tent in a low or shallow spot, if it does rain you will find yourself in a small lake!
Be sure that you walk around the area and tents that have stakes or ropes stretched out these should be “flagged” with some bright colored ribbon or string so that no one gets “clothes-lined!” Also do this with any stumps that may cause someone to trip and fall.
Fires: The rule of Scouting is that once a stick goes in the fire and starts to have red coals on it’s tip it may not be removed from the fire again unless done so by an adult!
Once you have unloaded your vehicles, lock them up and keep them locked as you will not be able to watch them all of the time if your involved with the boys.
Always live by the “Leave No Trace” creed! When you leave an area, let it be in better shape than when you arrived!
"Happy Camping"
Beginners Guide to Camping
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CLOTHES
Sweatshirts
Extra Pants
Pack T-shirt
Rain Coats
Jacket
Hats/Gloves
Hiking Boots
Sneakers
Socks-several extra
Underwear
Baseball cap
PERSONAL
Soap
Chapstick
Shampoo
Lotion
Toothpaste
Toothbrush
Insect repelant
Sunscreen
Brush
Washcloth
Towel
BIG STUFF
Sleeping Bags
Chairs
Mattress
Tent
Tarp(s)
MISC
Scissors
First Aid Kit (optional, check with den leader)
umbrella
flashlight/batteries(1 per camper)
Pump (optional)
wisk broom
Garbage Bags
Matches
Ziploc bags-various sizes
pails
ACTIVITIES
Compass
Pocket Knife
Books
Games
Magnifying glass
Camera/Film
Notebook

